
 

  POST COMMANDER                           SENIOR VICE COMMANDER 
 

From the Commander, 
 

First, Thanks to all the vol-
unteers helping out at the  
4

th of July picnic.  Great 
job!!  August is a slow 
month and Marla & I will be 
attending the National Con-
vention in Phoenix (hot, hot, 
hot) from the 15th  to the 
20th.  We have a reports 
workshop for District on 
Saturday the 8th @1200 at 
the Poway Post 7907.  There is a 50th anniversary 
celebration for Rick and Phyllis Portillo (some of you 
may remember them) on the 9thðcome celebrate 
with them.  Upcoming eventsðLabor Day picnic 
Sept 7

th
 last one of the yearðcome out and en-

joy,  Pig Roast on Oct 10th, Oktoberfest, on Oct 
16th,17th, and 18th . 

 

Your new House Committee Chairman is Joe 
Nachazelðmembers are: Terry Wright, Brian Cole, 
Jim Dougherty, and TJ Watkins.  Any ideas and 
complaints should be brought to their attention. 
 

Our Junior Vice has been working hard to get the 
newsletter ads up to date and has added several 
new ones.  Thanks Joe!  Please support the busi-
nesses  that support the VFW. 
 

We had 28 members at our first meeting and I hope 
the attendance will continueðRemember itôs YOUR 
Post and YOUR voice will only be heard if you at-
tend. 
 

Our Buddy Poppy sales again was a huge success 
thanks to this great community of Ramona.  Our total 
was a whopping $6200.  Great job volunteersðyou 
know who you are!!! 
 

Yours in Comradeship, 
 

Dale E. Smith, Commander  

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Department of California 

District 1 Jr. Vice Commander 

 

Hi all, 
 

A new year has kicked off and everyone is very 
excited about up coming events.  Many hats have 
changed at our Post, and I have relieved TJ as 
Senior Vice for this year.  I thought that he did 
great and hope that I will do as well as him.  
Nicely done TJ! 
 

We had our first Joint Meeting with the Ladies and 
Menôs Auxiliary.  A very good meeting and much 
was talked about.  The rummage sale is coming 
up.  The Post is prepping for a face lift.  The La-
dies and Menôs Auxiliary are putting their skills to 
the test in the kitchen once a month.   
 

My biggest responsibility this year is membership.  
I look forward to introducing folks to the Biggest 
Little Post in the Mighty 1st District.  Ramona is a 
unique town where the folks are very giving of 
their time and yes, funds to help in many Veteran 
causes.  We did pretty well in the Buddy Poppy 
drive and as it was my first one, I was amazed at 
how much fun it was.  I look forward to the next 
one.  I went and did it with a friend and had a 
great time.  Come out and join us next time! 
 

I ask each and everyone one of you to introduce 
the ñVò to someone.  Let them know what we do.  
Remember, weôre not just a bar or club, but an 
organization that helps Veterans and their fami-
lies.   
 

I look forward to seeing you at the Post meetings.  
Come let your voice be heard. 
 

I endeavor to do a good job for you and your Post 
and welcome any ideaôs you may have. 
 

Shift Colors, 
 

Richard Trevallee 

Senior Vice Commander 

VFW POST 3783 

ROLL CALL  AUGUST 2009  
 

VOLUME 14    ISSUE 8  



 
 

Juneôs transactions of interest: 
 

Receipts:    $  7,736.44 
 

Disbursements:   $  1,239.56 
 

Bank Accounts 
 

   Post     $34,622.69 

   Clubhouse    $13,439.84 

   Lottery    $11,459.35 
 

 

Ed Chandler, Post Quartermaster 
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JR VICE COMMANDER                 QUARTERMASTER                           

 

We are off to the races already for membership. 
Our Membership Chairman Trev (Sr Vice CDR 
Richard Trevallee) has already rounded up seven 
more Comrades:  Three new annual members; Jay 
Morrow USN, Stephen Harris (active duty) and 
JoShaus Rojas USA, four new Life members; Ed 
Walsh USMC (transfer in), Bruce Smith USN, 
Robert Yates USN and James Shelby USAF.  If you 
hear or see any of them in your Post please walk-
up and welcome them aboard.  
 

This happens to be a great time of year to sign-up. 
A new or re-instate membership for $31 will allow 
you to remain in good standing from July 09 to Dec 
2010. Yes thatôs 18 months of for the price of one. 
Get the word out! 
 

These seven men have proudly become part of 
3783, ñThe biggest little VFW Post in San Diego 
Countyò, where every day is a holiday; every meet-
ing is a family reunion and every meal a feast.    
 

John ñPontiacò Hine, Adjutant:   
 

ADJUTANT  

 

My first month as Jr Vice has really been a learning 
experience for me, but if it hadnôt been for Dale and 
Richard I donôt know if I would have made it.  
THANKS.  The July 4th picnic went off well with all 
the help we had, from the people who helped set up 
on Friday, to the ones who cooked and cleaned up 
on Saturday, thanks to all of you.   
 

We still need help in the kitchen for some days, so if 
you can help please see me or some one else in 
the Post and give them your name and phone num-
ber.   
 

Remember to support the people who advertise in 
our newsletter.  We have a lot more then we did last 
year. 
 

See you at the Post, 

Joe Lang, Jr Vice Commander 
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT  
 

As mentioned in other articles, our 4th of July picnic 
was great, weôve had better attendance, but those of 
us there had a great time.  We have our last picnic of 
the year on Labor Day, I hope a lot more of you plan 
on attending.  Some of you we only get to see at these 
picnics, so itôs good to get re-acquainted or just to see 
you again and say hi.  Our big ñQuilt Raffleò was won 
by Christine Newmann, she was the envy of a lot of 
folks who bought and bought tickets because they 
wanted that quilt for themselves.  The monies from 
that raffle went to the Postôs Building Fund. We all 
thank Carolyn Coomer for her generosity. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary has some very good dinners 
planned for the up coming months, so please come 
and support these dinners, as some of them will be  
benefiting our programs.  We will still be holding our 
ñChristmas in Octoberò dinner, but it might be in No-
vember.  That is one great dinner I look forward too. 
 

Last month I had the honor to serve and bus tables at 
the ñVFW 2nd  Annual Steak Barbequeò  held at Mira 
Mar.  We served over 4,000 Marines and Sailors sta-
tioned there.  It was hot, very hot, or so I though, but 
as I was talking to a young female Marine, who just 
moved here from Georgia, she told me ñit was just 
wonderful weather we were havingò.  Not one drop of 
moisture could I see on her face, and we were in the 
SUN.  It was a great day.  Two days later I went to 
ñStand Downò, and took a ñnewbieò (Gloria) with me.  
These were two completely different events, but both 
very fulfilling.    
 

I would like to welcome 5 new members to our Auxil-
iary, our 3 annual members are Sandra Mount, Suz-
anne Minervini, and Tamara Tolmosoff and 2 new Life 
members: Amy Shelby, and Linda Knowles.  Thank 
you ladies for joining our great organization. 
 

Our next Auxiliary meeting is on Tuesday, August 11th.  
Hope to see you all there 

 

Rose Busang, Auxiliary President   

 

Comrades, we have passed on two members this past 
month to our Heavenly Father.  Maggie Wier, mother 
of member Joseph Wier, I mention her because she 
was the daughter, wife, mother, and grandmother to 
Army veterans.  Also Lee Darnell passed on the 8th 
and services were held at the Post on the 16th. God 
Bless all those who mourn. 
 

I attended the Service Officer training this past week-
end and was deluged with information; hopefully I 
can use this to our Post membersô advantage.  
 

In His service, 

Tom "Deacon" Dorsey 

POST CHAPLAIN                                  SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT  
 

Yes, itôs the beginning of a new year and time for 
continuous members to pay your annual dues!  We 
have 185 members, 35 of those are continuous mem-
bers.  We would like to reach 100% by the end of 
September, so please send in your dues as soon as 
possible.  The annual membership fee is $25.00 .  
Letters will be going out soon. 
 

We had a number of continuous members go to life 
membership over the last few years, our newest one 
is Debbie Case, thank you.  Maybe itôs time for you to  
consider this as well.  Those fees are a one time pay-
ment according to age and are as follows: 
 

   Through age 20.é$220        56 to 60é.$150 

   21 to 25éééé....$210    61 to 65é.$140 

   26 to 30.éééé...$200    66 to 70é.$130 

   31 to 35éééé....$190    71 to 75é.$115 

   36 to 40éééé....$185    76 to 80é.$  95 

   41 to 45éééé....$175    81 to 85é.$  75 

   46 to 50éééé....$170    86 to 90é.$  60 

   51 to 55éééé....$160    91 to ??....$  50  

Continuous membership fees for the first year are 
$30.00.   
 

We would also like to challenge our members to find 
one friend, acquaintance, or family member and invite 
them to become a member as well.  Eligible members 
are wives, widows, mothers, foster and stepmothers 
(who have preformed the duties of a parent), sisters, 
stepsisters and half-sisters, daughters, foster and 
stepdaughters (who attained that status prior to 16 
years of age), grandmothers, and granddaughters of 
persons who were or are eligible for membership in 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.  
Members must be a citizen of the United States and 
not less than 16 years of age.  
 

The Auxiliary will again be giving out a Life member-
ship to one lucky person.  Come to a meeting in 
Sept., Oct., and Nov. and your name will be put in  
the drawing.  The more times you come, the more 
chances you have.  Drawing to be held in November. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to serve this organization 
again.  If you ever have a question or a comment, 
please call me @ 619-247-0536. 
 

Marla Smith, Sr Vice Pres. & Membership Chairman 



 
 

Another month has gone by and it has been busy.  
Not only that, it has been hot!!   
 

As I write this, it is Saturday July 18th.  I went to 
Stand Down with Rose to help serve lunch.  That 
was quite an eye opener for me.  Never did I realize 
how really lucky I am until today.    We live in the 
best country in the world and yet many of our Vets 
(who have fought so that we CAN live in freedom) 
and their families are homeless.  People of all ages, 
from babies to older people, were there to obtain the 
services offered at Stand Down.  If you have never 
gotten involved in this much needed service, you 
should volunteer next year.  It will give you a new 
appreciation of how truly blessed you are.  
 

On July 16th the Ladies Auxiliary served lunch to the 
family and friends of Joyce Darnell as they cele-
brated the life of James ñLeeò Darnell.   I would like 
to thank all of the ladies who provided food for this 
occasion.   Thank you also to the cooks in the 
kitchen, Marla, and JJ.  We are extremely thankful 
for Madolyn, who always steps up and cooks the 
meat, beans and potatoes for these Life Celebra-
tions. 
 

Along this note, we have a list of members of the 
Auxiliary who we call to help us out with food for the 
many special dinners we provide.  I would like to get 
that list up-to-date and wonder if you could call me, 
email me, or let someone know at the Clubhouse if 
you are willing to help out.  Please be sure we have 
your name and best telephone number to reach you.  
My email address is wanabeekid@aol.com and my 
phone number is (619) 917-1319. 
 

An update on Pat Collin: The tumor behind her right 
eye has been shrinking, which is good news, and 
now she has been diagnosed with skin cancer near 
her right eye and on her nose.  After thatôs removed, 
she will need to have reconstructive surgery.  She 
asked  that  I  thank  everyone  for  their  prayers.  
Please continue to keep her in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 

ñThinking of Youò cards were sent out this month to 
Mary Collins and Donna Winkelman.  I am sad to 
report that Donna has been under treatment for re-
current breast cancer.  Please keep all of these la-
dies in your prayers. 
 

Keep our active Military and their families in your 
prayers.  May you and yours be blessed with health, 
lots of friends and happiness.  God bless. 
 

Gloria Frayer, Auxiliary Chaplain. 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN            DATES TO REMEMBER  
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These members & supporters help 

make our Newsletter possible.  Re-
member them with your patronage.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

  7th   Labor Day Picnic 

  8th  Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 7:00 pm  

15th  MAUX Meeting 7:00 pm 

  District Membership  Meeting (Post) 

16th   House Committee Meeting 6:30 pm 

  Post Meeting 7:00 pm 

19th  POW/MIA Recognition Day 

22nd  District Membership Meeting (Aux) 

26th  Cancer Benefit Dinner 

JOINT MEETING 
 

If you missed the combined meeting hereôs some of 
what was discussed.  
 

1. Introduction of RoseðLadies Auxiliary Presi-
dent, Gary SmithðMen Auxiliary President, 
Joe NachazelðHouse Committee Chair-
man,  Harry CoomerðSurgeon.  

2.  Tearing down the wall in the dining room to 
 enlarge the hall. 

3. Some remodel of the kitchen and cleaning/ 

      replacing old appliances 

4.   Future events i.e.: Oktoberfest, Pig Roast, 

      Christmas in October, Veterans Day, Poppy 

      Drive, Yard Sale, & New Years eve. 

5.   Possibility of Open House after remodel. 

6.   Dividing up the Thursday 50/50. 

7. Ladies & Menôs Auxiliaries taking one meal per 

 month. 

Thanks to all who did attend the meeting, I appreciate 
your input and comments.   
 

We will have another meeting after the first of the year 
to discuss our progress in our endeavors and to dis-
cuss the last part of the yearôs activities.  I hope more 
of you will attend the next meeting to discuss whatôs 
happening at YOUR Post.  Don't attendðDon't com-
plain!! 
 

Dale Smith, Commander 

mailto:wanabeekid@aol.com


  

Hi everyone,   
 

It amazes me how many of our Vets are homeless.  I 
helped the Commander and several others last 
month cooking 610 lbs of beef for homeless Vets and 
their families at Stand Down.  Times are hard these 
days and it hurts to see people struggling like this es-
pecially our Vets.  I just hope we made these people 
feel like they are not forgotten, even if it was for just a 
couple of days.. God bless them.   
 

Our Saturday night Rib Dinner last month went well, 
thanks to all for coming down and supporting the Post 
and Men's Auxiliary.  The MAUX donated $50 dollars 
in groceries to the Kaimuloa family in Temecula.  We 
know it's not much,  but itôs the best we can do for 
just getting started.  We will be doing Ribs again this 
month on the 22nd,  hope to see you all there. 
 

Gary Smith, MAUX President 
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MAUX                                                     FROM THE CLUBHOUSE  
 

This may sound like a broken record, but we need all 
kinds of volunteers.  There is always cleaning to be 
done, in the Clubhouse and the kitchen, the parking 
lot, and in our park.  Labor Day is right around the 
corner, believe it or not, and we will be needing help 
in getting ready for the picnic.  Believe me I can find 
work for our volunteers.  Stop by or give me a call.   
 

Free dinners drawn for August 2009  

Ron Connors 

Nancy Walker 

To be used in the month of August only 
 

The Clubhouse has been remaining cool in this hot 
weather that we have been having, so come on in 
and enjoy the coolness and stay awhile, and on 
Thursdays if you stay till 6:00 pm, you can take dinner 
home. 
 

Madolyn Gifford, Clubhouse Manager 
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The Red Cross blood drive, scheduled for August 
15th, has been canceled due to a scheduling con-
flict.  The conflicting blood drive will be held in the 
South Bay and will have greater media coverage, 
which will, hopefully, draw more donors and better 
serve the greater good. 
 

The scheduled blood drives for the remainder of 
the year are on Oct. 17th and Dec. 19th.  We will 
be there and will be seeing you at the Clubhouse. 
 

Greg and Thelma 

BLOOD DRIVE                                     
 

MARINE MUSTER  Let's meet on Saturday, the 
15th.  There will be No Blood Drive and No Hamburg-
ers, but we can belly-up to a beer or a drink of your 
choice.  The earliest I can get there is 1245 hours on 
our muster dates.  Jim "Iwo Jima" Laws is doing well 
on a walker at Villa Monte Vista.  Chesty Puller 
said:  "Old Breed, New Breed, it doesn't matter as 
long as we are all the Same Breed".  We can all drink 
to that when we meet.  Semper Fidelis. .  
 

Ken Dower 

 

Articles for Septemberôs Newsletter will be due on 
Friday,  August 21st  and for those who can e-
mail me, I will need them by noon on Saturday, 
August 22nd .    If  perchance you want to give 
me your articles earlier, I will definitely accept 
them.  Please leave your articles at the Post or e-
mail me at mymygma@aol.com. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Rose Busang 

FROM THE EDITOR 

MARINE MUSTER 



 


