
POST COMMANDER 
Greetings Comrades ï  
 

I hope everyone had a really 
great Holiday!  December was 
such a busy month at your Post!  
I would like to personally thank 
each and every one of the VFW 
ELVES who helped out with the 
Military Adopted Families.  Those 
that donated food, candy, toys or 
money; the shoppers, the sorters, 
the wrappers and the deliverers!  And of course, our 
very own VFW Santa!  Because of the dedication and 
hard work of these folks, we were able to adopt 8 Ac-
tive Duty families in Ramona Vista Military Housing, 
and a family from the Veteranôs Village!  You folks 
have brightened the Christmas of so many children 
and their parents this year, and words alone cannot 
adequately express my gratitude.  I would also like to 
send a very big thank you to Dan Bisher and Bisherôs 
Meats for the turkeys, Brian Moore and his staff at the 
Ramona Food and Clothes Closet for the gift cards, 
Candy Randall and the ACToR community theater 
group for the trees and bicycle and the WickedStangs 
Car Club for all of the great toys they brought us!.  All 
of you ROCK!  
 

A special thank you goes to Juanita Curtis  and her 
#1 helper Charlie Chaplain !  For those of you that 
are not aware, all through the year, Juanita collects 
items such as small (hotel size) toiletries, socks, 
gloves, stocking caps, cards, etc.  In December, she 
and her helpers sort these items, solicit donations to 
purchase any additional items she can, and sorts eve-
rything into 150 ñditty bagsò for delivery to the Vet-
eranôs Village Homeless Shelter.  I have been lucky 
enough to go with her on the delivery day for the past 
two years, and I cannot tell you how heartwarming it is 
to be part of giving to some of the very neediest veter-
ans.  I would also like to thank Mariann Prassel, Jan 
Galloway and our sleigh driver, Jim Gobel for helping 
out with the delivery.  I donôt know the names of every-
one who helped Juanita put the ditty bags together, 
but you know who you are and please know that I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart!   
 

This month we also had our award ceremony for this 
yearsô Voice of Democracy and Patriotôs Pen Essay  
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I hope everyone had very 
happy Holidays.  Wow, into a 
New Year already.  I would 
just like to thank everyone for 
all the help with our Military 
Families Christmas project.  
For those who have not been 
involved with this project you 
don't know what youôre miss-
ing.  It is a lot of fun, seeing 
the children with "Damnit Jim" 
Clause and the joy it brings to the families is totally 
worth all the work.  Thanks to all of you who do-
nate your time, from baking cakes to delivering 
them and to working the kitchen meals.  A special 
thank you to those who take the time to attend the 
Auxiliary monthly meetings new suggestions and 
input are always helpful.  Without you we could not 
support our many causes.   
 

Sometime before Dec. 20th, somebody took it 
upon themselves to take a pink bicycle out of the 
Sea-train that was marked for 16 month old Kate-
lyn Devermann, who also happened to be our  
blood drive recipient.  What does one say when 
this happens? 
 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 
p.m.  See you there. 
 

Katie Budzenski, (aka Sister Bud)  
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Decemberôs transactions of interest: 
 

Receipts: 

   Oktoberfest revenue  $  2,569.01 

   Burgers    $     669.00 

   Video Games   $     709.75 

   50/50    $       50.00 
    

Disbursements: 

   Oktoberfest    $  1,224.86 

   CA VFW Programs   $     550.00 

   Newsletter & Postage   $     282.04 

   VOD & Patriots Pen Awards $     153.75 
        

Profit/Loss 

   Post      $  1,897.48  

   Clubhouse     $  6,738.77 

   Lottery    $(1,074.64) 
 

Bank Accounts 

   Post     $28,851.52 

   Clubhouse    $  8,148.76 

   Lottery    $  9,331.03 
 

 

Craig Bousquet, Quartermaster 

QUARTERMASTER  
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Contests.  There were many wonderful entries!  The win-
ners should be extremely proud of the work they did to be 
selected from such a large number of exceptional entries.  
Our VOD winners are:  Rachel Dean ï 1st place; Kathe-
rine Abbott ï 2nd place; and our Patriotôs Pen winners 
are: Emily Hansen ï 1st place; Michelle Borzick ï 2nd 
place; Benjamin Anderson-Parks ï 3rd place.  Congratu-
lations to all!  
 

We voted in a new member at the meeting last month 
and had a transfer from Post 2111.  Welcome aboard to 
new life member Curtis Rush, retired US Navy, Desert 
Storm Veteran and Normand Branant who joins us from 
the South Bay.  Please give a warm 3783 welcome to 
these gentlemen when you see them at the Post. 
 

You all have my best wishes for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year.  See you at YOUR POST!! 
 

Jennifer Finley, Commander 

POST COMMANDER 

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and I wish you all 
a Happy New Year.  Thank you to all who donated food 
and toys for the Christmas Baskets and to those who de-
livered them. 
 
A special thanks to all who helped clean up the cementary 
on Casner Lane.  Everyone who showed up did a great 
job. 
 
T.J. Watkins, Sr Vice Commander 

SR VICE COMMANDER 

Santa and his Elves 
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Here it is ï 2009!  Did you make a New Yearôs Resolu-
tion?  Did it end up being the same one youôve had 
year after year?  I didnôt want the stress of another 
failed attempt to diet or to quit smoking so I decided to 
try something different this year.  Rather than focusing 
on what I have or donôt have I am going to focus on 
ñother peopleò.  Simple enough, right?  Everyone can 
do this. 
 

Why not slow down in traffic and let the car next to you 
merge in, or in a grocery store let the person behind 
you check out first since they only have 4 items to your 
15.  Become a VFW volunteerðhelp out during func-
tions, or support one of the programs, or bring in a 
new member. 
 

A Smile, A Hello, A Thank you, will make a difference.  
Remember the greatest gift of all is the gift of giving 
yourself and this is not  just during the  holidays but  all 

year round. 
 

Be Happy, Be Safe 
Colleen Heinly, Auxiliary Sr. Vice 

 AUXILIARY SR. VICE  
Happy Holidays! 
 

I sure hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  As I 
write this, Christmas is right around the corner and 
soon Santa will be bringing all kinds of goodies.  Santa 
at the Clubhouse looked particularly jolly, bigger too.  
Not sure if it was the belly or the new Santa Suit, lol.   I 
had fun at the ñVò last month.  Hopefully everyone had 
a chance to get down there a couple of times and en-
joy some good meals and camaraderie.   
 

Some good dinners are lined up for January.  Check 
the calendars and come down and join us for some 
fantastic food.  New Yearôs Dinner sounds especially 
delicious.  The Ladies Auxiliary did a fantastic job 
decorating the Post. Also nicely done to Dave and 
Craig, they did a great job on the deck in the patio 
area.  BZ! 
 

We are still looking for cooks.  The ones we have right 
now deserve a break now and then and we would 
really appreciate someone jumping in and making their 
favorite meal.  You will have plenty of help I promise.  
Please let me know if you are interested.  Last couples 
of months have been a chore scheduling meals and 
we almost didnôt have one or two on a couple of Satur-
days.  We canôt have that.  A reminder to all cooks, 
please make sure you put your crews names on the 
calendar so I can get the Stars list correct.   
 

Shift Colors, 

Richard Trevallee, Junior Vice 

JR VICE COMMANDER 

 

I pray that everyone had a wonderful Holiday Season.  
Our Charter has been un-draped for the first time in 
quite awhile.  Our members in distress are James 
Laws, who spent some time at Pomerado Hospital and 
is now recuperating in a nursing home in Escondido.  A 
Card was sent.  Also Lloyd Mason just got out of the 
hospital and is recovering at home.  Don Cole has had 
a stint put in and is recovering at home.  Don Spiers is 
now in the hospital in Reno and we wish him a speedy 
recovery.  Lets pray for all our Comrades in distressé 
 

Hope you have the best New Year,  

Charley "Chaplain" Curtis 

  POST CHAPLAIN  



 

The blood drive on Saturday, Dec. 20th was a huge 
success due to the supporters of little Katelyn 
Devermann.  We had 44 people make appointments 
or show up to donate.  The Red Cross was prepared 
for 36, so they ran out of bags.  Two donors were 
deferred for various reasons, 8 were unable to do-
nate because there were not enough donor bags 
and the Red Cross collected 34 good units of blood. 
There were 2 VFW Auxiliary members and 4 VFW 
members, so you can see that the majority who 
showed up were friends or relatives of this little girl. 
Our goal was 26 for the Red Cross, so not sure if we 
would have been very successful without the input 
for this little girl with leukemia.  So thanks to all who 
showed up to donate and waited in the cold and 
again a special thanks to the kitchen crew who al-
ways provide those great hamburger lunches. 
 

Our next blood drive will be on Saturday, Feb. 21st, 
so start building your blood in advance.  

This will be our last term as the Blood Drive Commit-
tee, we will still do the drives in Feb. April and June 
and then we will turn it over to the next interested 
VFW members.   After 4 years we are ready to turn 
over the Chairmanship and we can train anyone in-
terested, it is not difficult.  So be sure to let your 
commander, Jennifer, know of your interest.   
 

Thanks again and Happy New Year, 

Dracula Dick and Bloody Mary 

BLOOD DRIVE                        An Open Le t te r  to  the  Membersh ip  
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These members & supporters help make 
our Newsletter possible.  Remember them 

with your patronage.  

 

Here I am againðitôs been a few years since I 
penned a letter to youðallðhowever there have 
been a few things that bother me. 

1) To begin withða kudo to Mr John Dobson 
and his large crew that renovated the remote 
cemetery just past the Big Pine Hill Egg 
Ranch.  About 20+ showed up.  The work was 
hard and noisy, but I donôt think any of the 
residents of the cemetery complained. 

2) Our Blood Drive is at an all time low despise 
the energetic work of Mary and Dick.  Our 
long waits hopefully are over.  The Red Cross 
has been informed of our ire and have re-
sponded during the last drive in October.  
Hopefully it will continue and we need do-
nors!!! 

3) Our solicitation of donations for Poppys over 
Veteranôs Day was decidedly in need of Vol-
unteers.  Comrade John Wilson did a very 
good job of setting up the program.  However, 
he was certainly short changed by the low 
number (the regulars) that signed in and 
strove to do their best!!! 

4) It is always listed in the newsletter about the 
need for bodies to cook, prepare, waitress, etc 
for our dinners.  Volunteer 1 night a month to 
helpðPearl Diving is always a good way to 
get the dirt out of your fingernails!!! 

5) If you are a member of this Post and do not 
do anythingðShame on You!!ðIf you belong 
to an organization it behooves you to give 
more than lip service or an occasional show 
up for meals. 

6) A lot of members bitched about smoking in the 
Clubhouse, we changed that by providing a 
decent place for our smoking comrades to be 
and enhance the atmosphere of the Club-
house area for the non-smoking members.  
We hoped that this would bring the non-
smokers back in.  We are still waiting.!!! 

Thatôs enough, the only position I have accepted 
in this Post is #1 agitator.   Hope you had a Merry 
Christmas and may you enjoy a prosperous New 
Year. 

George Little, Master Chief USN Retired 



 

FEBRUARY 2009 
 

       1st       Super Bowl 

       8th       House Committee Meeting 12:00 pm 

     10th       Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 7:00 pm 

     14th      Valentineôs Day 

     16th      Presidentôs Day Observed  

     17th       District Membership Meeting (Post) 

     18th       House Committee Meeting 6:30 pm 

         Post Meeting  7:30 pm 

     24th       District Membership Meeting (Aux.) 
      

Starting this month you will 
now need to make reserva-
tions  for Friday night din-
ners.  Call the Post by 
noon on the Thursday be-
fore.    

 

 

Hereôs wishing all of you a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year. 

I would like to take this time to thank everybody that 
has helped us with the Holidays and all the other 
events this past year to make them the success that 
they were.  A special thank you to all our bartenders, 
kitchen help, and cleaning crews.  Without our volun-
teers we  would not exist. 
 

Also a big thank you to Joe Nachazel who has been 
doing the picked eggs.  All the proceeds from this 
small venture are going towards the Postôs Scholar-
ship Fund 
 

The Pot Luck at our Christmas Party was very good.  
In the future if you could just label your dish with 
whatôs in it and bring the recipe the Auxiliary can use it 
for their Cook Book 
   

Free dinners drawn for January 2009  

Gene Budzenski 

Jan Galloway 

To be used in the month of January only 

Madolyn Gifford, Clubhouse Manager 
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FROM THE CLUBHOUSE                       DATES TO REMEMBER  

Ramona Mar ines :  
Check the calendar in-
side for the date of the 
next blood drive when 
we will belly up to the 
bar again and indulge 
into the best burger 
West of the Mississippi.  
If you havenôt seen it 
yet, check the back 
room to see the WWII 
Japanese flag which 
was captured by a US 
Marine on Iwo Jima and 
take a minute to read 
the brief history of the 
flag.  See you there. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

SSgt Ken Dower 

MARINE  
           MUSTER 
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 NEWSLETTER EDITOR Gold Star List  
 

Thelma Beard  2 Craig Bousquet 1 

Anabelle Brissey 1 Katie Budzenski 3 

Gene Budzenski 1 Rose Busang            11 

Dennis Bush  4 Ed Chandler             1 

Don Cole             1 Juanita Curtis             2  

Lisa Dabney  4 Tom Dorsey  2 

David Drew  4 Jennifer Finley  6   
Flo Firth             1 Gloria Frayer  2 

Jan Galloway  4  Jim Goble  7 
Dick Hogan  1  Glenn Jarvis  2 
Kelly Johnson  4  Leslie Liddy  1 

Carole Littlefield 2  Eric Martenson 1 
Patsy Martenson 1 Ann Morgart  1 

Dido Oyos  2 Harry Palmer  3 
Liz Prafke  1  Mariann Prassel 3 

Nat Prassel  1 Gary Riggs  1 

Sammi  Roed  4  Randy Rollf  2  

Joan Rollf  2 Dale Smith  4 

Gary Smith  4 Marla Smith  3 

Carl Solka  1 Rick Trevallee  1 

Eric Swanson  1 Sandy Tibbs  1 

Greg Trout  1 Pat Wimberly  2 

Kimberly  1 Sharon Parker  4 
 

As always, I am sure I missed several folks.  Please 
put your name on the calendar if you volunteer, so 
that I wonôt miss you.  Thanks folks and nicely done.  
No greater heart than that of a Volunteer.  

A working party of VFW members and friends of 
our Post went to clean up the graves of 2 confed-
erate veterans off of Casner Rd.  Excellent job 
done by all and a nice turn out shows  our Ameri-
can spirit. 
 

Trev and crew, excellent job on the Prime Rib Din-
ner.  Saturday night menues for January are look-
ing very good.  Come join us for dinner. 
 

Thank you to Sharon Parker for the table and 
Clubhouse decorations.  Our Clubhouse looks very 
festive. 
 

Rev. Ron 

 

Articles for Februaryôs newsletter will be due on 
Friday,  January 23rd  and for those who can e-
mail me, I will need them by noon on Saturday, 
January 24th .    If  perchance you want to give 
me your articles earlier, I will definitely accept 
them.  Leave your articles at the Post or e-mail 
me at mymygma@aol.com . 
 

Happy New Year. 

Rose Busang 

RONôS CORNER 
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