
POST COMMANDER 
Hello Comrades 

Another month gone by.  At the 
meeting on March 18th we will be 
having nominations for Post Offi-
cer positions for the coming year.  
If you want to have a say in what 
goes on at YOUR POST, you 
need to come to the meeting in 
March to see who is nominated 
and then in April on the 15th for 
VOTING.  If you donôt take an 
active part in the running of this Post, you are letting 
others make decisions for you! 

We are only 26 members short of being 100%.  If you 
are a continuous member who has not paid their dues 
for 2009, get your renewal fee ($28) in right away.  
Remember, you can also convert to Life Membership 
(dues are based on your ageðcall me for details) and 
we can use a credit card for Life Membership dues.  
The rest of you get out there and promote the VFW 
and all of the good work we do!  Applications are avail-
able at the Post. 

I want to send a very heartfelt THANK YOU AND JOB 
WELL DONE to each and every Comrade and Sister 
who helped in any way with Loyd Masonôs Memorial 
Wall Ceremony.  Loyd was a very dear friend and 
Comrade and he will be sorely missed by all of us.  If 
you helped set up, serve food, tend bar, performed in 
the ceremony, cleaned up, or just made the Mason 
Family and their many, many friends who were at the 
ceremony feel welcome, you have my undying grati-
tude.  We really came together at a very difficult time 

to make the day a very touching and 
memorable one. 

Speaking of difficult times, I need to 
tell you about a very valuable member 
of your Post.  He has the hardest Offi-
cer position there is, and rarely do any 
of you see how hard he works or how 
it pays off.  So, Iôm going to tell you 
about what your Quartermaster, Craig 

Bousquet, has done.  Since taking over the QM re-
sponsibilities, Craig has gotten the Post books com-
pletely converted to QuickBooks and we now do our 
banking online.  He also worked very extremely hard 
with Madolyn and the ñtax guyò to file back taxes and 
get caught up to get the 2008 taxes filed.  Well, then 
we   get   a   letter  from   the  IRS  (boo  hiss! ).   They 
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 Wow I can 
not believe it 
is already 
March.  St 
Patrickôs Day 

is right around the corner and 
Madolyn will be cooking 
Corned Beef and Cabbage.  Be 
sure to make your reservations, 
you wonôt be disappointed.  
ñPresident Grover Cleveland once noticed the smell 
of Corned Beef and Cabbage coming from the ser-
vantôs quarters at the White House.  He asked to 
trade his dinner for that of the servants.  He com-
mented that this was "the best dinner I had had for 
months..." ñ 
 

I would like to say thank you to all those who have 
helped out at the Post.  And Thank you ladies for the 
delicious Valentineôs Day Candies, we had an Excel-
lent turn-out.   
 

Thank you to everyone who attended Loydôs Service 
and Memorial.  I am very grateful to you wonderful 
people for doing such a nice job, as I am sure the 
Mason family is.  A huge thank you to Rose, Francis, 
and Gloria for all their hard work I donôt think they 
stopped for a second all afternoon.  Great job ladies! 
 

Please remember that at our next meeting on Tues-
day, March 10th we will be holding nominations for 
Officers and that in April we will have elections.  If you 
are interested in holding a position please let me or 
Mariann know.  We will need committee Chairpeople 
as well.  Letôs all work together and keep this organi-
zation going even stronger.  

 

May the luck of the Irish 
Lead to happiest heights 

And the highway you travel 
Be lined with green lights. 

 

Katie Budzenski (aka Sister Bud) 
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Februaryôs transactions of interest: 
 

Receipts: 

   Burgers    $     901.00 

   Video Games   $     625.00 

   Week Book    $     303.50 

   Valentineôs Raffle   $       95.00 

   Pickled Eggs   $       94.00 

  

Disbursements: 
 

   Buddy Poppies   $     600.00 

   Website Domain   $     355.00 

   Tax Preparation   $     275.00 

   Newsletter & Postage   $     123.64 

 

 Profit/Loss 
 

   Post      $     756.66  

   Clubhouse     $ -5,125.86 

   Lottery    $    -201.54 

 

Bank Accounts 
 

   Post     $29,941.90 

   Clubhouse    $  3,056.78 

   Lottery    $  9,272.33 
 

 

Craig Bousquet, Quartermaster 
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assessed us over $25,000 in fines for the late taxes.  So, 
what does Craig do?  He calmly writes a letter to the IRS 
(again boo hiss!) and explains that paying these fines 
might very well mean shutting our doors.  We would no 
longer have the monies to contribute to our many Veter-
ans, Youth and Community projects that we help out 
every single month.  He explains this all in such a way 
the dreaded IRS (you can hold off on the boo hiss for this 
one) writes him back and says  ñOkay, forget those nasty 
old finesò.  Can you believe it?  David fought Goliath and 
won againðexcept I think I would have given David bet-
ter odds!  So, thatôs your Quartermaster.  If you know 
him, thank him and when you see him at the Postðbuy 
him a beverage!  If you donôt know him, I highly suggest 
you make a point of coming down and meeting him! 

Thatôs it for now.  Hope you all have a great month, and I 
look forward to seeing each of you at the meeting and at 
YOUR POST. 
 

Jennifer Finley, Commander 

POST COMMANDER                                 QUARTERMASTER                           

 

I would like to thank the Post and Auxiliary members, 
friends and families of our Post for an 
excellent job done on Loydôs Celebration 
of Life.  A special thank you to Dan 
Bisher for his great barbeque meats and 
to Dale Smith and helpers for putting up 
the tent.  Another thank you to those 
who represented our Post and Auxiliary 
at Mike Croninôs Services.  
 

T.J. Watkins, Sr Vice 

SR VICE COMMANDER 
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Happy ALMOST Spring! I hope eve-
ryone has a wonderful Valentines, 
Loversô Day.  With thatéget your 
steins and green garb ready for 
St .Patrick's Day!  

St. Patrickôs Day Facts:  

Wish your companions "Slainté!"ðthe 
Irish word, pronounced SLAN-cha, for 
"health." 

St. Patrick's Day marks the Roman Catho-
lic feast day for Ireland's patron saint, 
who died in the 5th century.  St. Pat-
rick (Patricius in Latin) was not born in 
Ireland, but in Britain.  

Everybody is Irish on St. Patrick's Day.  So 
get decked in green, put a shamrock 
on your hat and cry out "Top o' the 
morning to ye" every so often. 

My friends are the best friends loyal, willing and 
able.  Now letôs get to drinking!  All glasses off the 
table! 
 

Check the Calendar for the Blood Drive, Dinners 
and WE STILL NEED VOLUTEERS!  Thoughts 
and prayers are out to the Mason Family.  Please 
bring a friend out in March to introduce them to 
the wonderful Ramona VFW and don't forget, tip 
your servers! 
 

Have a fantastic day! 

Denise Sothman 

AUXILIARY JR VICE  
 

Hope February treated everyone well.  There are 

some menu changes coming about I am told for 

Fridays.  Jim has been cooking fish for a very long 

time and did an excellent job.  He has earned some 

well deserved kudos and a BIG thanks from me.  

The same goes for Dave.  Dave leaves us in June 

to transfer to Norfolk as Force Master Chief.  Nice.  

He will be missed.  I óm told we are adding Fried 

Chicken to the menu.  Not positive but I think they 

are alternating fish with chicken.   With Jim and 

Dave no longer cooking we have a definite need for 

Friday night cooks for fish and 

chicken so if you have any frying 

experience we really need your 

help.  Please get in touch with 

Madolyn down at the Post.   

Shift Colors, 

Richard Trevallee, Jr Vice 

JR VICE COMMANDER 

Ii 

I hope things have gone smoothly for you since the 
last Newsletter.  I'm sorry to say that we have lost 
two more of our Comrades last Month.  The first 
was Mike Cronin, and his Services were held at the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in 
Ramona.  Thanks to all who attended the Service.  
Flowers were sent. The second was our dear friend 
Loyd Mason.  A huge out-pouring of friends and 
emotions were displayed at the Services and at the 
Post afterward.  
 

Just in, we have lost 2 more members in February, 
Gerome "Jerry" Crane, services to be held in the 
near future and Jerry Soto from Las Vegas.  We 
pray for the Souls that we have lost, and for their 
Families. 

God Bless Post 3783.  
 

 Charley "Chaplain" Curtis. 

POST CHAPLAIN  



 

The Red Cross Blood Drive on Feb. 21st 
went very smoothly, the weather was ex-
ceptionally beautiful for this time of the 
year and donors were served in a very 
timely manner.  We had 26 present to do-
nate and with no deferrals, we were able 

to collect 26 life saving units of blood for the Red 
Cross.  We had 5 VFW members and 2 Auxiliary la-
dies show up to donate, but I am sure we could do 
even better with our membership if everyone who is 
eligible to donate, would just come on out and sup-
port this very worthwhile effort.  Perhaps at our next 
drive on April 18th, we will have a better show of 
members to donate.  Thanks again to the kitchen 
crew and the delicious hamburger lunches, astound-
ing as usual. 
 

As we have mentioned, we will be stepping down 
from the Blood Drive position after the June blood 
drive, so anyone interested please see your Com-
mander, Jennifer and let her know of your inter-
est.  We can show anyone the ropes and would be 
willing to substitute on occasion when needed. 
 

See you all on April 18th, same place, same 
time.  After draining our pockets for taxes, we should 
all still have a little blood left! 
 

Dracula Dick & Bloody Mary 

BLOOD DRIVE                        VETERANôS VILLAGE 
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These members & supporters 
help make our Newsletter possi-
ble.  Remember them with your 

 

For those of you who don't know, the 
Ladies Auxiliary voted to make 150 sack 
lunches for the Veterans Village Home-
less Shelter in San Diego.  We thought if 
would be nice to brighten the day for 
homeless veterans and let them know that they are 
not forgotten.  On Wed. Feb. 18th, ten of us got to-
gether to make 150 sandwiches and bag all the 
goodies for the lunches.   Each lunch contained an 
apple/orange, fruit drink, homemade cookies, chips 
and a sandwich. 
 

I would like to thank all who helped on this project, 
Joan Rolf, Doreen Trevallee, Gloria Frayer, Francis 
Graves, Rose Busang, Gail Cole, Carol Curtis, Ana-
belle Brissey and Shalara Kreft.  The homemade 
cookies, from Gloria & Doreen, were a wonderful 
touch.  All of you ladies are GREAT!  It was fun 
working with you. 
 

Juanita Curtis 

 

The House Committee meets at 1300 the Second 
Sunday of each month (Except when that Sunday 
falls on a Holiday weekend) and at 1830 on the 
3rd Wednesday of each month. This is not a 
closed meeting.  All Post members are welcome 
to sit in on this meeting.  If you have problems, 
complaints, suggestions or if you just want to get 
involved in the operation of the Canteen and as-
sist the House Committee, then please come to 
the meeting. 
 

David Drew 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Please bring in your pull tabs to the Post by March 
2nd.  To those of you who have brought in their tabs, 
thank you so very much.  I will be taking them to 
Loma Linda in March. 

 This is a year round program, so please save them 
all year long and when they get to be too much bring 
them to the Post.  Thank you so much. 
 

Rose Busang 

DAVID BUSANG -RONALD 
McDONALD HOUSE PULL TAB  
PROGRAM  



 

APRIL 2009 
 

    12th       Easter Sunday 

    14th       Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 7:00 pm 

    15th       House Committee Meeting 6:30 pm 

        Post Meeting  7:30 pm 

    18th       Blood Drive & Marine Muster 

    21st       District Membership Meeting (Post) 

    28th       District Membership Meeting (Aux.) 
      

 

Thank you to all our members and friends for helping 
us all day, inside as well as outside the Post, making 
Loyd Masonôs Celebration of Life as successful as it 
was.  With out all of our volunteers we could not do all 
that we do, thank you.  To all who cooked the side 
dishes and  deserts, thank you, the food was great as 
it always is.  
 

I will be cooking Corned Beef and Cabbage on 
Wednesday, March 17th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  I really 
need you to RSVP because we have been known to 
sell out in the past with people going without.  So 
please make your reservations.  Those with reserva-
tions will be fed first. 
 

There are menu changes on Fridays.  See the calen-
dar for information.  No reservations will be required 
on Fridays, but do remember to make your reserva-
tions for Saturday night dinners. 
 

We still need volunteers, with Fridayôs meal changes, 
we will be needing new crews.  So stand up and be 

counted as a volunteer of the VFW.  And 
speaking of volunteers, even thought Liz 
Prafke doesnôt do our newsletter anymore, 
she is still involved as a volunteer, thanks 
Liz for all the Posters that you make for the 
Post. 
 

Free dinners drawn for March 2009  

T.J Watkins 

Jan Galloway 

To be used in the month of March only 
 

Madolyn Gifford, Clubhouse Manager 
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FROM THE CLUBHOUSE                        DATES TO REMEMBER  
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 NEWSLETTER EDITOR Gold Star List  
 

Sue Arenson  1 Thelma Beard  1 

Anabelle Brissey 2 Katie Budzenski 4 

Gene Budzenski 2 Rose Busang            14 

Dennis Bush  3 Ed Chandler             1 

Don Cole             1 Gail Cole  1 

Carol Curtis             1 Juanita Curtis  3 

Lisa Dabney  3 Tom Dorsey  1 

Doug Downes  1 David Drew  1 

Jennifer Finley  3  Gloria Frayer  2 

Jan Galloway  1 Frances Graves 2 

Jim Goble  5  Dick Hogan  1  

Kelly Johnson  5  Shalara Kreft  1 

Joe Lang  3 Dick Lemire  3 

JJ Lemire  2 Carol Lindsay  1 

Andy Mandichak 1 Kim Mandichak 1 

Eric Martenson 3 Sheila Nielsen  1  

Dedo Oyos  1 Doug Pagliarina 1 

Harry Palmer  2  Sharon Parker  4 

Sony Pelnarsch 1 Mariann Prassel 2 

Nat Prassel  1 Gary Riggs  2 

Sammi  Roed  2  Joan Rolf  2 

Randy Rollf  1  Kelly Schirmers 2 

Dale Smith  3 Gary Smith  3 

Marla Smith  4 Carl Solka  1 

Doreen Trevallee 1 Greg Trout  1 
 

As always, I am sure I missed several folks.  Please 
put your name on the calendar if you volunteer, so 
that I wonôt miss you.  Thanks folks and nicely 
done.  No greater heart than that of a Volunteer.

Kudos to Sharon Parker, she out did herself 
again with the Valentineôs Day decorations, and 
then again for Loydôs Celebration.  
 

Saturday night dinners are still the best.  We have 
had Baby Back Ribs, Prime Rib and Rib Eyes as 
of this writing and for the price, it just canôt be beat. 
 

Hi Tom, good to see you around . 
 

Rev Ron  

 

Articles for Aprilôs Newsletter will be due on Fri-
day,  March 20th  and for those who can e-mail 
me, I will need them by noon on Saturday, March 
21st .    If  perchance you want to give me your 
articles earlier, I will definitely accept them.  
Leave your articles at the Post or e-
mail me at mymygma@aol.com . 
 

Rose Busang 

RONôS CORNER 
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HWY 76 SHOULD READ 78 INSTEAD  


