
 

POST COMMANDER                               SR VICE COMMANDER              
 

From the Commander, 
 

Congratulations to the newly 
elected officers for the ensuing 
year: CommanderðDale Smith, 
Sr. Vice CommanderðJoe 
Lang, Jr. Vice CommanderðJim 
Dougherty, Quartermasterð
Brian Cole, AdjutantðJohn 
"Pontiac" Hine, Chaplainð
Richard Trevallee, 3rd Year TrusteeðJoe Lawless, 
SurgeonðHarry Coomer, Service OfficerðRobert 
Yates.  Thanks to all for volunteering your time for the 
good of the Post and this great organization. 
 

Upcoming events: May 1stðPig Roast at Dalemar 
Ranch 12 pm till?,  May 1stðLoyalty Day Picnic at Ad-
miral Baker Field 10am,  May 2ndðMemorial Service/
Celebration of Life for Ron Brinkerhoff at the Post 
1/2pm (check at Post for time),   May 8thðMass Instal-
lation at Lakeside Post,  May 15thðService Flag Dedi-
cation at San Vicente,  May 28th, 29th, 30thðBuddy 
Poppy Sales at Ramona locations,  May 31stð
Memorial Day Services at Nuevo Gardens at 10 am, 
WWII Memorial, and Vietnam Memorial, and donôt for-
get the picnic afterwards.  Notices will be sent later as 
to the time schedule.  June 5thðNJROTC Ball/Awards 
Ceremony at Ramona High School Gym 5pm,  June 
6thðDistrict Convention at Post 2111 10am,  June 18th, 
19th, 20th, 21st, 22ndðVFW State Convention at Sacra-
mento. 
 

Thanks for all your hard work at the Post whether it be 
yard work, cooking, washing dishes, cleaning, serving 
as an officer, serving on a committee, or just plain be-
ing here to support in any way you canðYOU know 
who you are.  YOU are what makes this the BEST Post 
in our district. 
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Hey there, 
 

Hope this finds all well.  Summer is coming on strong 
and I am looking forward to all the fun that goes a 
long with it.  The last few weeks have been up and 
down for all of us at the Post.  We lost a good friend 
last month and I will miss him.  To me, Ron was an 
honest and outspoken man, almost to a fault, lol.  We 
need voices like his.  Didnôt matter if you ever agreed 
with him, he had no malice in his heart and wanted 
nothing but good to come to the Post.  I will miss him 
and his voice at the Post.   
 

I havenôt been around as much as an officer of the 
Post should be.  Issues with my family have taken 
away from me the time I was normally there.  I be-
lieve that to be an officer or even any volunteer you 
have to give 100%.  I was taught that and any less 
just doesnôt sit right for me.  I hope to feel better 
about that over the course of the next year.   Dale did 
an outstanding job this year past.  As the Com-
mander for the next year I canôt think of a better per-
son.  I personally have never met a person that cares 
about the welfare of vets, their families and the many 
friends that always contributes their time to make our 
Post successful.  Dale carried my job last year on his 
shoulders.  Not this time Dale.  To all the new officers 
voted in at the last meeting congratulations and wel-
come.  I think we will have another successful year.  
To all of you, I want you to know that Ramona and 
our Post is one of the few places that I will always call 
home.  I just feel better here.  Come find me and I will 
tell you why.  I look forward to seeing all of you in the 
coming year.  OH YEAH!  PIG ROAST!  Hope my 
wife lets me go.  Lol. 
 

Fair Winds and Following Seaôs Old Man,  

Richard Trevallee, Senior Vice Commander 



 

 

We lost his two Post members last month, Ron 
Brinkerhoff and Walter Pinkerton, our thoughts and 
prayers go to their families.   

 

God Bless one and all,  

Tom  
 

 

 

Decemberôs transactions of interest: 
 

Receipts:    $  1,701.96 
 

Disbursements:   $  1,900.97 
 

Bank Accounts: 
 

   Post     $19,169.48 

   Clubhouse    $13,307.11 

   Lottery    $13,876.18 
 

 

Ed Chandler, Post Quartermaster 

POST CHAPLAIN  

 

Our bus trip was a blast and all enjoyed themselves 
and we enjoyed great camaraderie with the Posts vis-
ited.   Letôs plan another one soon! 
 

I look forward to another great year serving you and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.   
 

Nuff Said, 
 

Dale E Smith STCM (SS) Ret 

Jr. Vice Commander 

Mighty 1st District 

Department of California 

 

Six more members have jump into the pool.  We 
seem to get bigger everyday.  The newly recruited 
are Terry Carlson USMC,  Mat Pohl  USN (life - trans-
fer), and four active duty guys; Mike Loughborough 
USN, Ryan Burress USMC, Damien Hanuna USMC, 
and Mat Boydston USN (lifeðtransfer).  Please intro-
duce yourself if you see them around and buy them 
one if you see them in your Post.   
 

I have been finding a few members who are not get-
ting the monthly menu i.e. our newsletter.  Most 
cases they didnôt get the memo on the transition from 
mail to e-mailing.  If you hear someone wanting,  
jump up and get his/her e-mail address and pass it to 
me or Rose Busang.  
 

In case you missed it, we have fresh blood in our Offi-
cer Ranks.  Beside previous mentioned Joe Lawless, 
we now have Jim Dougherty, Brian Cole and Robert 
Yates. This organizationôs well being is directly con-
nected to having a broader range of members taking 
on jobs.  Request all hands assist  these new guys 
with fresh batteries when needed as they charge into 
another VFW year that starts 1 July 1010.ò   The peo-
ple and not the facilities makes 3783 San Diego's big-
gest little VFW Post, where every day is a holiday; 
every meeting is a family reunion and every meal a 
feast.   
 

Adjutant: John ñPontiacò Hine 

ADJUTANT                                             QUARTERMASTER  
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On Sunday, April 25th, a new 10x15ô flag was dedi-
cated at our Post.  Johnny Dobson and family do-
nated this beautiful flag, and what a beauty it is.  As 
I sit here writing this article about this flag, the same 
tears that I was shedding then, Iôm shedding now.  
It was such a beautiful sight.  For those of you who 
couldnôt for one reason or another come to this 
dedication, you missed out, but you can still come 
to the Post and take a look for your self.  Yes, the 
POW/MIA flag now looks like a postage stamp, but 
the Ladies Auxiliary is already ordering a much lar-
ger one.  Thank you Johnny and family for this won-
derful gift. 
 

Elections were also held by the Auxiliary and your 
new officers for the ensuing year are: 
 

 President  Rose Busang 

 Sr Vice President Marla Smith 

 Jr Vice President Sony Pelnarsch 

 Treasurer  Carole Littlefield 

 Secretary  Jan Galloway 

 Chaplain  Gloria Frayer 

 Conductress  Louse Vansant 

 Guard   Barbara Nebert 

 1st Year Trustee Kim Mandichak 

 2nd Year Trustee Kelly Schirmers 

 3rd Year Trustee Liz Prafke 
 

Congratulations to all and thank you for all that you 
do for this organization.  Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, May 11th at 7 pm, I hope to see a lot of 
you there. 
 

Happy Motherôs Day, 

Rose  Busang 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT                      SR VICE PRESIDENT  

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN             
 

It was a very quite month till Rose got an e-mail in-
forming us of Genny Durlamôs death back in Febru-
ary.  Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.   
 

On a much brighter note, our Easter Egg Hunt had 
a large turn-out this year which made compitation a 
little tougher, but still there was plenty of eggs and 
chocolate for kids to take home.  The tall grass also 
proved challenging for the older than dirt group to 
find the prize golf balls.  Three gold balls still remain 
hidden. The grand prize winners are provided be-
low. 
 

3 and under  7 ï 12 

Jayden Hauber Wesley Richardson 

Tatum Standifer Elizabeth Falls 
 

4 ï 6   13 and over 

Evan Owen  Melissa Premore 

Blake Foster      
 

Gloria Frayer, Auxiliary Chaplain 

 

Well ladies we are now 107.57% in membership as 
of April 24th.  Great job everybody!  I have been 
traveling to many different Posts these last few 
months and I must say we have one of the best 
Auxiliaries in the District thanks to all of you won-
derful ladies.  
 

I know most of the officers are going to go over all 
the up coming events so I'll keep this short.  Please 
remember our Memorial Day Services at  Nuevo 
Gardens, if you haven't been there then make it a 
point to go this year.  This event makes Ramona 
feel like a small town America and it brings us to the 
community in a very positive way.   Of course there 
is work to be done through out the Memorial day 
weekend with Buddy Poppy sales all weekend, the 
Buddy Poppy Prime Rib dinner on Saturday, ser-
vices on Monday, and our picnic on Monday.  We 
will need side dishes for the picnic, so please bring 
them and the family down to the park at the Post for 
a great afternoon. 
 

Congratulations to all the new officers, I hope to see 
you at mass installation on the 8th, check with me or 
Rose about time and transportation. 
 

Marla Smith 
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BUDDY POPPY    

FOR SALE: SWAMP 
COOLER AND  BEER 
BOX.  SEE HOUSE 
C O MM I T TE E  F O R 
MORE INFORMATION. 

 

Attention: All HandsðVFW members, Ladies Auxiliary & 
Menôs Auxiliary 
 

Subject: Buddy Poppy Driveð28,29,30 May 2010 
 

1) I need helpðI have 63, 3 hour shifts to fill for our Memo-
rial Day Buddy Poppy Drive. 

2) The sign up sheets will be posted the early part of May. 

3) On the Veteranôs Day Drive, we were able to collect al-
most $6,000.00 with 43 shifts manned. 

4) All proceeds are earmarked for our Veteranôs Programs. 

5) Please sign up for the Memorial Day DriveðDonôt disap-
point me. 

 

George Little, Buddy Poppy Czar 



 

10:00 am 



 

 

What a beautiful day it was for a Blood Drive, and 
we were surprised that so many of you took the time 
to come to the Bloodmobile and give of yourselves.  
We had 22 donors and collected 18 units of blood.  
The Red Cross had some new T-shirts, and the 
VFW Post had some very good tasting hamburgers 
with all the trimmings.  
 

The next Blood Drive is on Saturday, June 19th from 
10:30 AM to 4:30 PM.   If you would like to make an 
appointment, you can do it on line at 
www.givelife.org, call Greg at (760) 525-3057, or just 
come down and visit and wait your turn. 
 

Please remember, we will be stepping down as the 
Blood Drive Chairmen after the June drive. Let your 
Commander know if you are interested in this posi-
tion.  We can show the new Chairman the ropes, the 
job is very easy, and we would be available to fill in 
on occasion.  
 

Greg and Thelma 

MAUX                                       FROM THE CLUBHOUSE     

These members & supporters help make our Newsletter possible.  
 Remember them with your patronage.  

BLOOD DRIVE 

 

Wow!  What a great year it has been for the Men's Aux-
iliary.  On April 21, 2009 we started out with 25 mem-
bers and $0, as of April 21, 2010 we have grown to 43 
members strong, and have raised a little over $3,000.  
The MAUX would like to thank all of you who have 
helped us get started and on our feet.  Now that the 
MAUX has one year under its belt and are on their feet 
it's time we got running.  We have decided to donate 
$500 to the Ramona High School NJROTC for there 
upcoming Ball. The MAUX appreciates what these 
young people do for the community, V.F.W. and for 
themselves. 
 

Elections where held April 20 at 7pm and here are your 
MAUX Officers for the ensuing year: 
 

 President  Pat Bell 

 Sr Vice President Gary Smith 

 Jr Vice President Brian Valandre 

 Treasurer  Greg Trout 

 Secretary  Eric Swanson 

 Chaplain  Kory Martenson 

 1st Year Trustee George Acuna 

 2nd Year Trustee Mark Lewellen 

 3rd Year Trustee Alan Weiss 
 

I would like to welcome our new president Pat Bell and 
other elected officers.  I believe we are in for great 
leadership and headed in a direction for the greater 
good of the Men's Auxiliary and the VFW.  Pat Bell has 
past experience in leadership with being president of 
the Kiwanis Club in Ramona.  Pat is a hard worker and 
I believe he will do great things for us all. 
 

Once again welcome new officers and letôs have a 
wonderful new year. 
 

Gary Smith, Menôs Auxiliary President 

 

Besides Motherôs Day, Memorial Day Services and 
Buddy Poppy sales, Prime Rib will be served on the 
29th as our Buddy Poppy Dinner.  Please come and 
support this very important dinner, as all proceeds 
go to our disabled veterans. 
 

We will again be having our annual Memorial Day 
picnic in our park.  Do bring side dishes to go with 
those great hamburgers, sausages and hot dogs.  
 

We draw 2 free dinner tickets a month, we kindly 
suggest that you do not use them especially on fund-
raisers such as, Buddy Poppy, Wheelchair Games, 
Cancer, PAC dinners, etc.  The money we raise is 
used for these programs.  One other suggestion, as 
you can see by this monthôs tickets.  We need you to 
write in your last name and a phone number.  Thank 
you so much. 

 

Free dinners drawn for May 2010  

Janice 

Steve 
 

To be used in the month of May only. 
 

Madolyn Gifford, Clubhouse Manager 
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THE DAVID BUSANG RONALD 
McDONALD PULL TAB PROG.  

 

I would like to thank all of you who saved 
your pull tabs for me all this past year.  
Please keep saving them as I will be taking 
them to Loma Linda next year.  So if for 
some reason you couldnôt get them to me 
this time, save them for me still.    
 

Thank you, 

Rose Busang 

BeeBeeôs Massage Therapy 
 

    One Hour Massage, Swedish or Deep Tissue 

    Aromatherapy 

    In the Comfort of Your Own Home 

    Feel Relaxed and Pampered 
 

Enjoy a massage for $45 
 

 

$20 OFF   coupon required (this card) reg. $65 
 

760-445-5322(cell)           BeeBee Wilson 



 

  15 to 20% off to members 
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